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hold up as in all other respects an example for
English imitation.

Lincoln's election was followed in a few weeks
by the break-up of the American Union. All the
slave States seceded and set up a new Confederacy,
of which slavery was declared to be the corner-
stone. Opinion in the Northern States hesitated
for some time as to whether the South should be
let go- in peace, or won back by fresh guarantees
to slavery, or coerced back into the Union by
armed force. English opinion at first went with
the North, while assuming separation to be inevit-
able. A wit suggested that when the flag was
divided the North should take the stars, leaving
the stripes to the South. Unfortunately, our
presuming to have any opinion at all on the
subject was bitterly resented by the sensitive
American people, and violent attacks were made on
England in the American newspapers.1

There are occasions on which the President of
the United States exercises autocratic power, and
this was one of them. Entering on his exalted
functions in March, 1861, Lincoln declared his
intention of upholding the Federal Constitution
according to the strict letter of the law. South
Carolina, one of the seceding States, replied by
firing on the Federal flag and capturing a Federal
fortress. Then at last the majority of the American
people resolved to maintain their national existence
by force of arms, and a civil war, the most tremen-
dous in all history, began.

When the news of this resolution reached our

1 For evidence of this see Herbert Spencer, Facts and Com-
ments, and his Autobiography.